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All members were present with the following exceptions: 

EXCUSED ABSENT: J. Ackerman (101), J. Marino (103), S. Bowe (105), J. Priebe (118), M. Bradley (137), S. 

Baxter (154),  C. Rohr (168), R. Kutz (185), A. Berry (191), S. Li (192), K. O’Connor (193) 

ABSENT: V. Sekel (111), S. Basnet (139), Martinez (142), D. Phuntsokrapten (143), E. Wiatrowski (145), J. 

Mier (149), L. Martin (165)  

In addition, 5 Alternates were present. 

At 2:33PM, Vice Chancellor Heller announced that a quorum was present, declaring that the meeting was 

in session, and called it to order. 

Vice Chancellor Heller paused to accept public comments. 

The Alternate of District 142 requested that information be provided to employees regarding Bucky’s 

Tuition Promise along with any other options that may assist employees and their families in attending 

classes.  

The Alternate of District 152 asked the Congress to join her in acknowledging the career of retiring 

employee Cindy Paulson of the University Staff. The Alternate provided details in regard to Ms. Paulson’s 

work record and history of volunteerism in the community. 

(Applause was heard in the hall) 

Vice Chancellor Heller added his congratulations to Ms. Paulson on her career and retirement. 

Vice Chancellor Heller provided a report to the Congress which included a congratulations to those new 

members joining the Congress for the first time. 

Vice Chancellor Heller introduced Ms. Elena Sidorenko who replaced Linda Thao in the Office of the 

Secretary, as Assistant to the Secretary. 

Vice Chancellor Heller informed the Congress that the Board of Regents will be meeting to review both 

the Operating Budget and the Capital Budget of UW-Madison. Vice Chancellor Heller provided a timeline 

and a review of the process for passing the budget and noted that a pay plan will be requested of the 

State. 

Vice Chancellor Heller noted that he participated in the 2nd and 3rd shift ‘ice cream social’ event. 

Vice Chancellor Heller concluded his remarks by informing the Congress that he and Ms. Nandini Pandey, 

were married over the weekend. (Applause heard in the hall).   

Vice chancellor Heller recognized Mr. Patrick Kass, Director of Transportation Services, for the purpose of 

providing a report to Congress.  



Mr. Kass utilized a power point presentation to give the Congress an overview of his department, 

examining its authority and its funding, which Mr. Kass clarified does not utilize Federal or State funds and 

operates on a budget of $25 million. 

Mr. Kass summarized the approach of his department by saying, “anyone who sets foot on campus by any 

mode of transportation is our customer”.   

Mr. Kass further noted that 50% of the revenue for the Department comes from permits. Mr. Kass 

informed the Congress that the average age of a parking facility on campus is 23 years. 

Mr. Kass stated that the goal of his Department is to offer people options. Mr. Kass informed the Congress 

that his Department is now in the 5th of a 6 year plan to consolidate the number of parking rates from 3 

down to 2. Mr. Kass noted that night time parking rates would not be raised this fall but that the bus pass 

would increase from $36 to $48. Mr. Kass noted that the increase in rates was meant to offset lost revenue 

due to lost spaces and from a change in the Federal Tax Law that had a negative impact on the Program. 

Mr. Kass also noted that the Department needs to service a debt. 

Mr. Kass provided details to the Congress regarding the planned construction of a $24 million, 600 space 

parking facility on the west side of campus.  

Representative of District 152 noted that as a member of shared governance he and others that served 

on the previous Executive Committee had objected to increased rates while the lowest wage workers park 

in spots the furthest away from their workplace. Representative of District 152 stated that he continues 

to question the fairness of reducing the number of parking rate categories. 

Reply came that each parking unit conducts a priority ranking of employees and then that ranking is 

matched to a mathematical formula that was worked out earlier in order to determine assignment of 

spaces. Mr. Kass noted that Transportation does not adjust the priority given to employees, but that 

Departments might take the opportunity to do so. 

Representative of District 185 asked for clarity regarding the status of Lot 62 once the construction project 

begins and expressed concern that users might be forced into more expensive parking spots. 

Reply came that while some users of 62 will be forced to park further away, Transportation is working 

with the contractor to minimize the affected number of spots during construction. 

Representative of District 170 asked for clarification regarding the impact of tax changes and spoke 

positively of the Departments options regarding off campus lots. 

Reply came that the Department is looking to forge additional partnerships to increase the number of off 

campus spaces available. Mr. Kass clarified that Federal tax laws no longer view parking as a benefit.  

Representative of District 170 stated he thought employees needed to be provided these details so that 

they could understand the impact. 

Representative of District 166 inquired as to why Divisions are allowed to determine priorities separately 

from the Transportation Department.  

Reply came that the procedure has been in place for decades and it was felt that it would be best handled 

at what was considered a ‘local’ level rather than by Transportation on its own. 



Representative of District 152 argued in favor of increasing rather than decreasing the number of 

categories for parking and stated that the disposable income of University Staff low wage workers is 

affected the most and impacted negatively. 

Reply came that University Staff is represented on the Campus Transportation Committee and they are 

free to advocate for alternative procedures. Mr. Kass noted that some staff choose the higher rate lots.  

Mr. Kass thanked the Congress for the invitation and for their time. (Applause heard in the hall). 

Vice Chancellor Heller requested that without objection the Congress would stand informal for 10 

minutes. 

***Congress stands informal*** 

Vice Chancellor Heller recognized Mr. Jim Healy, Senior Academic Curator in Communications Arts, for the 

purpose of providing a briefing to the Congress regarding the UW-Cinematheque. 

Mr. Healy utilized a power point presentation to describe the programming and function of the UW-

Cinematheque. Mr. Healy informed the Congress that the Cinematheque was founded 20 years ago for 

the students, faculty, staff and members of the community and approximately 13,000 persons attend the 

free screenings in Vilas Hall and at the Chazen in the course of an Academic year and noted that the new 

season starts September 21st. Mr. Healy thanked the Congress for the invitation and the opportunity to 

speak. (Applause heard in the hall). 

Vice Chancellor Heller recognized Ms. Elin Meliska, Outreach Specialist and Director of Programming and 

Community Outreach for Allen Centennial Gardens, for the purpose of briefing the Congress.  

Ms. Meliska described the location of the gardens and the programs that take place there, noting that the 

gardens are open 365 days a year from dawn to dusk. Ms. Meliska stated that they wish to help people 

discover their own way of gardening and described the free lunch time programs offered at the gardens. 

Ms. Meliska also noted that their staff can be engaged to plan wellness opportunities at individual 

workplaces, bringing the materials to the employees for a small fee.  

The Representative for District 123 thanked Ms. Meliska for promoting wellness across campus and noted 

that she and her colleagues have participated in various programs sponsored by the gardens and 

appreciated their value and encouraged others to take advantage of these offerings. (Applause heard in 

the hall).      

At 4:00PM, Vice Chancellor Heller entertained a motion to adjourn. A motion was heard, as was a second. 

All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Minutes prepared and submitted by: J. Lease / Secretary  

 


