
MINUTES 

Congressional Districting and Representation Committee 

9.19.18 

MEMBERS PRESENT: T. Savage, P. Cunniffe, V. Werla, D. Ernst 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None (one seat vacant) 

OTHERS PERSENT: R. Forbes Wank 

At 2:00PM, in the absence of a Chair, the meeting was called to order by the Secretary, who noted all 

those present. Secretary informed the Committee that Mr. Gary Malchow found it necessary to resign his 

seat, but he would be replaced at the next meeting with Mr. Lee Bilke, whom the Appointments 

Committee had selected as an Alternate. 

The Secretary informed the members as to their obligations under Wisconsin Open Meetings and Records 

requirements. 

The Secretary paused for public comments. None sought recognition in this regard. 

The Secretary opened nominations for Chair. Mr. Patrick Cunniffe put his name forward. Unanimous 

Consent was heard for Mr. Cunniffe to serve as Chair and the Secretary turned the proceedings over to 

him. 

Chair Cunniffe opened discussion regarding the current configuration of Congressional Districts, and the 

methodology by which employees are placed in them. 

Chair Cunniffe opened discussion in regard to the current disposition of Congressional Representative 

Rebecca Forbes Wank. Ms. Forbes Wank informed the Committee that she had been elected from District 

107 but was subsequently laid off, and then found campus employment that placed her in District 110. 

The Secretary noted that if a person were to voluntarily leave their district, they would have to vacate 

their seat, but in terms of being moved involuntarily, they have been allowed to remain until the next 

election. Discussion was heard in regard to the possibility of a special election being called for the 107th 

District. Secretary noted that while it was possible this has not happened in the past due to the cost and 

time involved. General agreement was heard that if she remains in the 107th District, Rep. Forbes Wank 

should inform her constituents that she would be ineligible to stand in the next election and encourage 

others to do so. 

Ms. Werla moved, seconded by Mr. Ernst, to allow Rebecca Forbes Wank to continue as the 

Representative of the 107th District for the remainder of the 5th Congress, but to include her in the roster 

of the 110th District for the purposes of the next election. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED.         

Chair Cunniffe opened discussion in regard to prior proposals to utilize Alternates as Representatives in 

vacant districts. Discussion was heard that this proposal was opposed in the past as it would likely lead to 

those from different job types acting as a Representative of another job type they did not share, which is 

contrary to one of the original fundamental principles of how governance was organized. 

Discussion was heard in regard to the current status of the programming that filters incoming employees 

into districts. Discussion was heard that while the system could eventually become obsolete, its creator 



isn’t due to retire until next summer and could be consulted with on the creation of a new or updated 

system. 

Discussion was heard in regard to trends that may affect future numbers of University Staff, including the 

Title and Total Compensation Project and general migration to Academic Staff.    

At 3:00PM, Ms. Werla moved, seconded by Mr. Savage, to adjourn the meeting. All in Favor. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Minutes prepared and submitted by: J. Lease / Secretary  


