
MINUTES 

Bylaws Committee 

9.6.18 

MEMBERS PRESNT: B. Goldade, T. Fritter, M. Bradley, N. Paul, L. Westby 

MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

OTHERS PRESENT: None 

 

At 2:00PM, in the absence of a Chair the meeting was called to order by the Secretary, who also noted all 

those who were present. 

The Secretary paused for public comments. The Secretary read from a communication from the 

Representative of District 121 who proposed moving the order of Congressional Agenda Items so that the 

last item would not be ‘District Feedback and Future Agenda Items’.  

Mr. Terry Fritter noted that it was this date in 1966 that Margaret Sanger died. Ms. Sanger was credited 

with coining the phrase ‘birth control’ and was an advocate of women’s reproductive health. 

The Secretary informed the Committee of their responsibilities under Wisconsin Open Meetings and 

Records Laws. 

The Secretary opened nominations for Committee Chair.  Mr. Fritter nominated Bruce Goldade for Chair, 

as did Mr. Tom Handland. Mr. Goldade responded that he was prepared to serve as Chair. Unanimous 

consent was heard for Mr. Goldade to serve as Chair. Mr. Goldade expressed his thanks to the members 

of the Committee. 

Chair Goldade described the process for reviewing the Bylaws that had been used in previous sessions of 

the Committee, in which each proposal was examined and was either set aside or sent to Congress and 

Congress was provided with a memo, summarizing the discussion of each proposal.  

Chair Goldade asked if the members of the Committee had any additional proposals they wished to 

submit, beyond those acquired by the Office of the Secretary. None were submitted.  

Chair Goldade reviewed the proposal for reordering the Congressional Agenda items to place the feedback 

item higher in the list. 

Discussion heard that there are numerous ways to propose Agenda items for Congress and members are 

not limited to speaking under this particular section of the Agenda, therefore it is not critical if time expires 

before members have a chance to participate under this one item. Further discussion was heard that 

moving the Agenda item could have unintended consequences, as this would force a different Agenda 

item to the bottom of the list and put it in jeopardy of possibly being ‘bumped’ for time and the Office of 

the Secretary may then receive complaints that once again, the Agenda needs re-ordering. General 

agreement was heard to strike the item from the list of proposals under consideration but to also instruct 

the Office of the Secretary to remind members of Congress of the variety of options they have to advance 

suggestions for consideration to the Central Committee in regard to future Agenda items. Mr. Fritter 



moved, seconded by Mr. Handland, to strike the proposal from further consideration. All in Favor. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

Chair Goldade opened discussion of proposal to add language to section 2.11 in regard to appeals. 

Discussion was heard in regard to the how the vague nature of the current language lead to long delays 

in committee action when an action was referred to Congress for an appeal. Discussion was heard that 

members who witnessed the discussion in Congress in this regard came to the conclusion that the Bylaws 

language in regard to appeals needed to be more specific and refer to violations rather than differences 

of opinions.  Mr. Westby moved, seconded by Mr. Handland to add, ‘when and if a violation of the Bylaws, 

Robert’s Rules, or State Statutes, or recognized practice or procedure is alleged’ to section 2.11 regarding 

appeals. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 

Chair Goldade opened discussion on the proposal to eliminate section ‘I’ of the Bylaws in regard to the 

IHP Committee. 

Discussion was heard in regard to the various flaws in the construction of the Committee, including having 

a charge that may only be utilized once in every several years, a term of office that is out of synch with 

the others, a title which is confusing to the stakeholders in terms of it’s role and responsibility, and the 

unnecessary inclusion of the Chair in meetings of the actual panel. Discussion was heard that appointing 

University Staff to serve on the independent Hearing Panel can be accomplished by the Appointments 

Committee.    

Mr. Handland moved, seconded by Mr. Paul, to eliminate section ‘I’ of the Bylaws in regard to the 

Independent Hearing Panel Committee. All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 

Chair Goldade opened discussion on the proposal to add language relating to the appointment of 

University Staff representatives to the meetings of the State Wide Shared Governance Group. 

Discussion was heard in regard to the role and function of the state wide meetings. Secretary noted that 

nothing formal is in print regarding these appointments, and most recently a decision had to be made in 

regard to general practice of one year terms as to how long a representative in this regard may serve.    

Mr. Westby moved, seconded by Mr. Handland, to add the language, ‘Two University Staff 

Representatives will be selected by the Appointments Committee to attend the meetings of System Wide 

Shared Governance. These two seats will be open to any member of the University Staff and terms will 

run from 1 August to the following July 31.’ All in Favor. MOTION CARRIED. 

Mr. Westby provided the Secretary with a document detailing various formatting, typographical and 

grammatical corrections that could be made to the Bylaws by action of the Office of the Secretary.  

At 3:28PM, Mr. Fritter moved, seconded by Mr. Handland, to adjourn the meeting. All in Favor. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Minutes prepared and submitted by: J. Lease / Secretary  

 

   


